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“Seeking Common Ground While Respecting Differences”

2001 CO N F E R E N C E IN V I T E S BU S H AD M I N I S T R A T I O N T O AD D R E S S
CO M M I T T E E O F 100 CO N C E R N S

Members of President
George W. Bush's new
cabinet as well as key
White House officials have
been invited to speak to
the Committee of 100
conference, April 26-28,
2001. Conference partici-
pants will hear directly
from a new administration
that already has made his-
tory by tapping two A s i a n
A m e r i c a n s for the Cabinet.
Already confirmed for
Thursday's Gala Dinner is the first
Chinese American cabinet member,
Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao.  

The 10th annual conference of the
Committee of 100 will be held in
Washington, D.C. at the Grand Hyatt
Hotel, 1000 H St., NW, with the Gala
Banquet at the Mayflower Hotel on
Thursday night.  

FR I D A Y’S TH E M E I S “ CU R R E N T U . S . -
CH I N A OU T L O O K”

President Bush seeks a more con-
sistent U.S. stance towards China,
marked by greater attention to the
needs of Taiwan and by insistence on
pursuing national missile defense. How
these issues will affect U.S.-China and
China-Taiwan relations will be dis-
cussed at the conference on Friday,
April 27. A panel of C-100 members

are preparing a set of
recommendations for
the Bush
Administration, which
will be previewed on
Friday morning. Among
Friday's speakers are vet-
eran China experts
Gerrit Gong (Center for
Strategic and
International Studies);
Robert A. Kapp (U.S.-
China Business

Council); Harry Harding
(George Washington University); and
David M. Lampton (Johns Hopkins
School of Advanced International
Studies). 

A sterling panel of past American
Ambassadors to China will provide the
most authoritative diplomatic perspec-
tive on what President Bush might face
in his dealings with China and Taiwan.
Also speaking is one of China's top
America experts, Wang Jisi, the head
of American studies at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing.
He may be able to project how Bush's
China policy will play in Beijing.

AS I A N AM E R I C A N IS S U E S A N D

AC T I V I S M SH A R E CO N F E R E N C E AG E N D A
Of special interest on the domestic

front, C-100 will present the findings
of its survey of American attitudes

toward Asian and Chinese Americans
[see stories, page 2 and 3]. A panel on
Thursday, April 26 co-sponsored with
the Anti-Defamation League will
explore how to use the results of pub-
lic opinion surveys to educate the pub-
lic as well as opinion-shapers and poli-
cy-makers, in areas where stereotyping
or prejudice exists.

On Saturday, the theme is "Taking
Charge: The Obligations of Public and
Private Leadership." Entrepreneurs,
government officials, and leaders of
non-profit groups will discuss what
Asian Americans can do for the greater
good. A tentative agenda follows on
page 4 and 5. 

RE G I S T R A T I O N IN F O R M A T I O N
The conference is open to the

public. Those who wish to attend may
choose from a range of packages, from
the full conference (including Gala
Dinner and other meals) to one day of
panel presentations only. Students will
receive deeply discounted registration
rates. 

To register, call conference coordi-
nator Maria Covell at (301)564-6200 or
email her at capcityevents@msn.com.
The Committee of 100's Web site,
www.committee100.org, has the most
current conference information.

I N W A S H I N G T O N ,  A F O C U S O N U . S .  -  C H I N A P O L I C Y

Elaine Chao,Secretary of Labor
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Dear Committee of 100 Friends:

The Committee 100 is once again demonstrating
leadership by launching an initiative to research
American attitudes towards Chinese and Asian
Americans.  This study, conducted with two promi-
nent research firms, Marttila Communications and
Yankelovich Partners, and in cooperation with the
ADL (Anti-Defamation League), will be the first
study of its kind.The key objectives of this study are:

Through focus groups, interviews and a national poll, determine
American attitudes and the extent and nature of prejudices and
discrimination against Chinese and Asian Americans.

Create benchmarks and an index by which on-going monitoring
and future assessment can be conducted to determine patterns and
trends in such attitudes.

Compare these results relative to other studies such as those con-
ducted by the ADL.

Provide widespread distribution and awareness of the findings
through leverage of the American, Chinese, Asian and global press
as well as other means such as seminars, regional meetings, etc.

Serve as a major source of input for the development of strategies
to combat discrimination and prejudice against Chinese and Asian
Americans.

Help the Committee of 100 establish its own priorities, strategies
and programs.

Sincerely,

Carolyn Chin
Board Member, Committee of 100

Commentary Magazine, Sept.25,2000
“In Asian America”

‘You can be the top technician, but you’ll still
never get to be president or even vice presi -
dent.’  Henry Tang reeled off a barrage of sta -
tistics: of the 7,000 seats on the boards of the
Fortune 500 companies, fewer than 50 (less
than 1 percent) are held by Asian Americans.
No top New York City hospitals have Asians on
their boards (despite the disproportionate num -
ber of Asian doctors who staff them), nor do
many major universities (despite the influx of
Asian students).

-Tamar Jacoby

PRESS CLIPS
C-100

This is a major and serious study.  We will be presenting the key findings in a
press conference at the National Press Club and conducting workshops and dis-
cussions at the Annual Meeting.

We look forward to seeing all of you at the Annual Meeting.



The Committee of 100 has commissioned the first
nationwide, in-depth survey of public opinion towards
Chinese and Asian Americans. Intensive focus groups com-
bined with an extensive phone survey are being conducted
this winter by two highly respected public opinion firms,
Yankelovich Partners and Marttila Communications Group.
Among the questions the survey hopes to answer are:

The survey was proposed in response to urgent con-
cerns expressed by Asian American leaders about such
issues as ethnic profiling and employment glass ceilings.
The Committee’s efforts are being led by board member
Carolyn Chin, who tells more about how C-100 will use the
survey's findings on p. 2.  

Findings will be presented at a news conference at the
National Press Club in Washington, D.C. on April 25 and
discussed in detail at C-100's national conference the fol-
lowing day.

FOCUS GROUPS FOR DEPTH
Marttila Communications Group of Boston has con-

ducted a number of studies for the Anti-Defamation League
(ADL) on discrimination and prejudice against Jews.
Marttila has also examined American reaction to foreign

events by the general public, opinion leaders, and members
of Congress and the government. C-100 has asked Marttila
to run ten focus groups in Los Angeles, Chicago, and New
York City. Each group is composed of a selected cross-sec-
tion of Americans--highly-educated persons who follow for-
eign policy issues, Chinese Americans, Asian Americans, or
a representative mix of Americans. This process helps for-
mulate the questions for the national phone survey, while
yielding important qualitative insights as to how people
come to their beliefs and opinions. Finally, Marttila will also
do personal interviews with key opinion leaders and opin-
ion shapers to gain insight into their views on Chinese and
Asian Americans as well as about China policy.

NATIONAL PHONE SURVEY
The prominent firm of Yankelovich Partners is well

known for its Time/CNN polls and has explored the
American social climate for the past 40 years. It will per-
form a telephone survey of a nationally representative sam-
ple of approximately 1,400 Americans (to include 400
Chinese Americans). This large number of respondents
allows for analysis by region, gender, education, and other
categories. The phone survey will measure how strongly
Americans hold various positive and negative views and
stereotypes of Chinese and Asian Americans. It will also
attempt to ascertain discriminatory attitudes by asking how
the respondents would feel about having a Chinese
American as a boss or manager, for example. Perhaps even
more revealing will be answers to questions about actual
everyday interactions with Chinese and Asian Americans. 

Finally, the survey will also attempt to measure percep-
tions about Chinese Americans as a part of American socie-
ty--for example, do the respondents distinguish between
Chinese Americans who are American-born and those who
are immigrants? The Chinese American sample will be
given a different set of questions focusing on their percep-
tions of discrimination and prejudice.

CO M M I T T E E O F 100 CO M M I S S I O N S 2 1S T CE N T U R Y NA T I O N A L OP I N I O N PO L L

By Jane Leung Larson

What are Americans’ views and stereotypes of
Chinese and Asian Americans?

What is the nature and degree of discrimination
expressed against Chinese and Asian Americans?  

How does this compare to other ethnic groups? 

How do such events as the Wen Ho Lee case and
campaign finance scandals alter attitudes towards
Chinese Americans?

How much connection is there between opinions
about China and attitudes about Chinese and
Asian Americans? 

Do Americans consider China a serious threat to
the U.S.?

How do Chinese Americans themselves assess their
status and the degree of discrimination they suffer
vis-à-vis other Americans?

A M E R I C A N A T T I T U D E S T O W A R D S C H I N E S E A N D A S I A N A M E R I C A N S
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1 1 : 00  am

1 0 : 00  am
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8:00 -  9:00 am
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P ress Conference (open to public)
The Committee of 100 21st Century National Opinion Poll: American Attitudes towards Chinese and Asian Americans

N A T I O N A L P R E S S C L U B

G R A N D H Y A T T H O T E L

R e g i s t rat i o n

(Luncheon) Speake r : Bill Moye r s, P re s i d e n t , Public A f fairs Te l ev i s i o n

( F O R U M I) THE PATH FORWARD: A RESPONSE TO THE COMMITTEE OF 100 NAT IONAL OP INION POLL
S p e a ke r s : A b raham Fox m a n, N ational Dire c t o r, A n t i - D e fa m ation League; J . D .H o ko ya m a, P resident and CEO, L e a d e r s h i p
E d u c ation for Asian Pa c i f i c s ; Frank Wu, A s s o c i ate Professor, H o wa rd University Law School

MAY F L O W E R HOT E L
Gala Reception & D i n n e r
G rand Hostess: Anna Chennault
S p e a ke r : Elaine Chao, U . S .S e c retary of Labor 

( B re a k fast) Kenneth G. L i eb e rt h a l, Fo rmer Assistant to the President & Senior Director for Asian A f fa i r s ,N S C

(FORUM I)  U .S.-CH INA  RELAT IONS: CHALLENGES & PROSPECTS 
M o d e rat o r : G e r rit Gong, Freeman Chair & D i re c t o r, Asia Progra m , Center for Strategic and International Studies
S p e a ke r s : Wang Jisi, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; Harry Hard i n g, School of International A f fa i r s ,G e o rg e
Washington Unive r s i t y ; D avid Lampton, School of A d vanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins Unive r s i t y

Coffee Bre a k

(FORUM I I)  WTO AND BEYOND
M o d e rat o r : R o b e rt A .K a p p, P re s i d e n t , U.S.-China Business Council
S p e a ke r s : Liu Guangxi, Shanghai Institute of Fo reign Tra d e ; Malcolm Lee, Fo rmer Deputy Assistant Secretary of Stat e ;
Don Phillips, Office of U.S.Trade Rep re s e n t at i ve

(Luncheon) Speake r : Senior A d m i n i s t ration official (to be announced)

(FORUM I I I)  CHINA YESTERDAY AND TOMORROW: PERSPECTIVES OF U.S.  AMBASSADORS
M o d e rat o r : A n d rea Ko p p e l, C o r re s p o n d e n t ,C able News Netwo rk
S p e a ke r s : Winston Lord (1985-89) (invited); James Lilley (1989-91) (invited); Stapleton Roy (1991-95) (invited);
James Sasser ( 1 9 9 5 - 9 9 )

G R A N D H Y A T T H O T E L TH E CU R R E N T U . S . - CH I N A OU T L O O K

C O M M I T T E E O F 1 0 0  
W A S H I N G T O N ,  D . C .



T E N T H A N N U A L C O N F E R E N C E
A P R I L 2 6 - 2 8 ,  2 0 0 1

S A T U R D A Y ,  A P R I L 2 8

3 : 30  -  4 : 0 0  pm

4 : 00  -  5 : 3 0  pm

9:00 -  10:30 am

10:30 -  10:45 am

10:45 -  12:00 pm

12:00 -  2:00 pm

2:00 - 3:30 pm

3:30 - 4:00 pm

4:00 - 5:30 pm

Coffee Bre a k

(FORUM IV) U.S.-CHINA RELATIONS: PERSPECTIVES  OF CH INESE AMERICAN  SCHOLARS
M o d e rat o r : Ambassador Julia Chang Bloch
S p e a ke r s : Cheng Li, Hamilton College; Huang Ya s h e n g, H a r va rd Unive r s i t y ; Ming Zhang, A s i a
Research Institute; Zhao Quansheng, A m e rican Unive r s i t y

(FORUM I)  MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGH PUBLIC SERVICE
M o d e rat o r : R o b e rt Gee, fo rmer U.S. Assistant Secretary of Energ y
S p e a ke r s : Julia Chang Bloch, fo rmer U.S. Ambassador to Nep a l ; M att Fo n g, fo rmer Tre a s u re r, S t at e
of Califo r n i a ; John Fugh, fo rmer Judge A d vo c ate Genera l , United States A rm y ; Ming Chen Hsu,
fo rmer Commissioner, U . S . Fe d e ral Maritime Commission; Bill Lann Lee, fo rmer U.S. A s s i s t a n t
Attorney General for Civil Rights (invited)

Coffee Bre a k

(FORUM I I)  CREATING PROSPERITY THROUGH THE PRIVATE SECTOR
M o d e rat o r : R o b e rt Lee, fo rmer Exe c u t i ve Vice Pre s i d e n t , Pacific Bell
S p e a ke r s : Pehong Chen, B r o a d Vi s i o n ; A n d rew Cherng, Panda Management Company ; D avid Chu,
Nautica Internat i o n a l ; Jerry Ya n g,Yahoo (invited); Walter Wa n g, J-M Manufa c t u ring Company

L u n c h e o n
( p r o gram to be announced)

(FORUM I I I)  HOW WASHINGTON  WORKS .  .  .  W ITH  W INN ING  RESULTS
M o d e rat o r : Henry Ta n g, C h a i rm a n , Committee of 100
S p e a ke r s : L a u ra Efurd, fo rmer Deputy Assistant to President Clinton; C l ayton Fo n g, fo rmer Dep u t y
Assistant to President G.H.W. B u s h ; K a ren Nara s a k i, E xe c u t i ve Dire c t o r, N ational A PA Legal
C o n s o rt i u m ; Fred Pa n g, fo rmer Assistant Secretary of Defense; Ben Wu, C o u n s e l , House Science
C o m m i t t e e

Coffee Bre a k

(FORUM IV) SHAPING AN APA AGENDA WITH THE COUNTRY’S NEW ADMINISTRATION
M o d e rat o r : S t e wa rt Kwo h, P re s i d e n t , Asian Pacific A m e rican Legal Center
S p e a ke r s : John Tat e i s h i, Japanese A m e rican Citizens League; G e o rge Ong, O rg a n i z ation of Chinese
A m e ri c a n s ; C h a rles Kim, Ko rean A m e rican Coalition; Joe Montano, N ational Fe d e ration of Fi l i p i n o
A m e rican Org a n i z at i o n s

G R A N D H Y A T T H O T E L TA K I N G CH A R G E : TH E OB L I G A T I O N S O F PU B L I C A N D PR I V A T E

LE A D E R S H I P



the West Coast that our 2002 confer-
ence will take place in Northern
California and touched some bases to
prepare for that event.”

One of the first 34
cent commemorative
stamps printed by the US.
Postal Service this year is the Year of
the Snake stamp issued on January 24,
Chinese New Year day. This is the
ninth Chinese New Year stamp pub-
lished, all designed by Chinese
American Clarence Lee of Honolulu.
Henry Tang spoke at New York’s stamp
dedication ceremony at the American
Legion in Chinatown, along with other
leaders of China-related organizations.
He emphasized how important it was
to familiarize Americans with Chinese
culture, and the Chinese New Year
stamps were a small but symbolic
recognition of the contributions of
Chinese Americans to our society.

Nearly 500 people
representing 95 different
Chinese American organi-
zations gathered to send
off the departing Chinese
Ambassador to the U.S.,
Li Zhaoxing, on January 28 in
Washington, D.C. K.L. Wang greeted
the audience on behalf of the
Committee and expressed C-100’s
appreciation of the Ambassador’s
efforts to promote better understand-
ing and relations between China and
the U.S. Anna Chennault was the host
for the event and introduced the
Ambassador. Also attending the ban-
quet were C-100 members Julia Chang
Bloch, Robert Gee, John Young and
Chi Wang.

Ambassador Li is returning to
Beijing after nearly three years at the
U.S. Embassy. He will take on the post
of Executive Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs, making him the second most
powerful person in the foreign min-
istry. As one of China’s top America
experts, he will continue to be influen-
tial in Sino-American policy. Li was
pleased to report that he had recently
been re-assured by the former
President Bush as well as by current
Bush Administration officials Colin
Powell and Condoleezza Rice that the
new administration would maintain
the established “one China” policy.

Replacing Li is Yang Jiechi, also a
Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, and
an old friend of the Bush family. Yang,
who represents a new generation of
diplomats, interpreted for George
H.W. Bush during the time he was
head of the Liaison Office in Beijing
in the mid-1970s and later accompa-
nied him on a trip to Tibet. 

C-100 members host-
ed a welcome dinner on
February 12 at the
Georgetown Club for
Representative C.J. Chen
who now heads the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Representative
Office (TECRO) in Washington, D.C.
A senior official whose last position was
Minister of Foreign Affairs,Chen is
Taiwan’s chief delegate to the U.S. and
is of the same rank as an ambassador.
Representative Chen has long experi-
ence as a diplomat in the United
States, beginning in 1971 when he was
Third Secretary in the Republic of
China Embassy and ending in 1989
when he was Deputy Representative of
TECRO’s predecessor, the
Coordination Council for North
American Affairs. 

C-100 IN ACTION
CO M M I T T E E RE A C H E S OU T

T O ME D I A O N EA S T A N D

WE S T CO A S T S
By Carol Edgar

The winter months saw a flurry of
activity with the media beginning in
December when Henry Tang, Alice
Young, and I.M. Pei met with the edi-
tors of the New York Times to discuss
perceptions of Chinese Americans and
the media’s role in shaping those per-
ceptions. The spirit of the meeting
was extremely cordial, and some vital
information was shared with what
many regard as the most powerful
newspaper in the world.

In January, Tang and 2001
Conference Co-Chair John Fugh spent
several days in meetings with West
coast members and media. The high-
light was a session titled “U.S. Media
Perceptions of China and Chinese
Americans,” a cocktail reception in
the San Francisco home of Carol and
Richard King, with Y.C. Yang,
Professor Ling-Chi Wang, and journal-
ist Sam Chu Lin among those who
attended. A lively dialogue followed
with media representatives from the
San Jose Mercury News, San Francisco
Chronicle, and KQED, the public radio
station in the Bay Area. Also partici-
pating was Rene Astudillo, executive
director of the Asian American
Journalists Association, which is based
in San Francisco. The discussion
included remarks by pollster John
Marttila, who had just conducted the
first focus groups as part of the
process of developing a survey of atti-
tudes towards Chinese Americans (see
articles, page 2 and 3).

Tang and Fugh also met editors
and reporters of the Orange County
Register, San Francisco Chronicle, and
San Jose Mercury News. 

“These West Coast meetings laid
important groundwork for what's hap-
pening in the coming months,” said
Tang. “We were also mindful while on 

CH I N E S E YE A R O F T H E SN A K E

ST A M P WE L C O M E D B Y

C-100 CH A I R

C-100 BI D S FA R E W E L L T O

CH I N E S E AM B A S S A D O R

LI ZH A O X I N G

TA I W A N’S TO P DI P L O M A T I N

U.S. WE L C O M E D B Y C - 1 0 0

(continued on page 7)



C - 1 0 0  I N A C T I O N ( C O N T . )

The C-100 dinner was atrended by
Anna Chennault, Julia Bloch, Richard
T. Cheng, John Fugh, Robert Gee,
Fred Pang, K.L. Wang, John Young,
and Henry Tang.

Wen Ho Lee's legal team (led by
Mark Holscher, Brian Sun and Nancy
Hollander) and Los Angeles Times
columnist Robert Scheer were given
the Tzedek Award by the Los Angeles
chapter of the American Jewish
Congress on February 26. The 350
guests included about 20% Asian
Americans, with Wen Ho Lee and his
daughter Alberta among them. It was
an emotional occasion because many
of Lee's supporters had never met him
or his defense team.  

Janet Yang coordinat-
ed C-100's participation
in the event with the sup-
port of Joseph Ko and
Herman Li. Charlie Sie,
Vice Chair of the
Committee, introduced attorney Brian
Sun, whose firm worked with C-100 to
persuade the Asian American commu-
nity to address the issue of due
process for Dr. Lee. 

In his presentation, New York Times
reporter James Sterngold argued that
freedom of the press is a double-
edged sword and warned against an
over-zealous press. Sterngold singled
out C-100 for acting early to shape a
united voice that was first heard after
a conference call set up by C-100
Chair Henry Tang with 16 Asian
American organizations soon after Lee
was incarcerated.

Among the attendees was Munson
Kwok, Secretary of the Chinese
American Citizens Alliance, who in
early March 1999 was the first person
to alert C-100 to the conditions suf-
fered by Asian American scientists in
the national laboratories and called
for the Committee to take action.

AM E R I C A N JE W I S H CO N G R E S S
HO N O R S SU P P O R T E R S A N D
DE F E N D E R S O F WE N HO LE E

NE W ME M B E R S

Daniel K.H. Chao is Executive Vice President
and Managing Director of Bechtel Enterprises
and Senior Vice President of Bechtel Group, Inc.
in San Francisco. Among his responsibilities are
all of Bechtel’s global finance and development
activities that involve infrastructure industries,
including transportation (ground and aviation),
highways, tunnels, bridges, water, power, mining,
and pipelines. China ranks high among Bechtel’s interests, and Chao’s projects
have included the Hong Kong airport, a coal-fired power plant in Meizhou Wan
(Fujian province), and a joint venture with CITIC to develop Da Xie Island near
Shanghai. Chao came to Bechtel in 1986 from New York where he held the posi-
tion of vice president at Chemical Bank and Citicorp Global Investment Bank.

While in New York, he served on the board of the Chinatown Planning
Council and helped form an innovative development corporation to earn funds
for the Council's non-profit activities. In California, Chao chairs Cal-Asia, an asso-
ciation of companies that promotes trade between California and Greater China
and Southeast Asia through hosting trade delegations and educational programs
for its members. He is also a member of the Aegis Garden Advisory Board, a sen-
ior assisted living center for Chinese Americans in the San Francisco Bay area.

Cyrus Tang is Chairman and CEO of Tang Industries, 176th in the list of
Forbes Top Private Companies in 2000. A conglomerate of more than 20 divi-
sions producing industrial steel, scrap metal and aluminum (National Materials
LP), wood and steel office furniture (GF brand), and pharmaceuticals (Curatek
Pharmaceuticals), Tang Industries is headquartered in Las Vegas. Tang moved to
the United States from Wujiang, Jiangsu province, in 1950 and founded his first
company in Chicago in 1960. Today, Tang Industries has over 50 locations in the
U.S., Canada, Mexico, and China. 

Philanthropy is Tang’s new focus, with two foundations under his wing. The
Cyrus Tang Foundation makes grants of $2 to $4 million a year for educational,
medical and community projects in the U.S. and China. Every year about 1,000
students receive Foundation scholarships in China to attend eleven top universi-
ties, with community service evaluated along with grades in the criteria for sup-
port. In China, the foundation has built 180 primary schools and gives incentive
awards to excellent teachers to encourage them to stay in their profession. In
the U.S., the foundation grants college scholarships and has supported Asian
American voter education and research in Southern California. The Tang
Foundation for Research of Traditional Chinese Medicine supports two research
centers in Beijing and at the University of Chicago to scientifically investigate
the efficacy of Chinese herbs.

By Charlie Sie & Janet Yang

Charlie Sie



groups for the C-100 opinion survey.
Henry Tang and John Fugh joined Los
Angeles members John Chiang,
Stewart Kwoh, Dominic Ng, Lily Lee
Chen, Don Liu, Charlie Sie, William
Shaw, and Adeline Yen Mah to discuss
their perceptions of discrimination
against Chinese Americans. While in
Los Angeles, Tang dropped in on the
shooting of Yang’s new movie, “High
Crimes,” a thriller directed by Carl
Franklin and starring Ashley Judd as a
criminal lawyer who ends up defend-
ing her husband, played by Morgan
Freeman. Yang is a producer for
Manifest Film Company.

Alice Young pre-
sented the Justice in
Action award to the
Wen Ho Lee family
and legal team at the
annual dinner of the
Asian American

Legal Defense and Education Fund at
Windows on the World in New York
this February. In March, she moderat-
ed a panel on Asian Entrepreneurs as
part of the Asia Business Conference
at the University of California at
Berkeley School of Business. This past
fall, she spoke on “Opportunities in
the Asia Law Practice” for the Harvard
Asia Law Society; “Asian Values in the
Business Community” at the Cundill
Investment Conference in Hong Kong;
and “Bricks to Clicks: Pitfalls of the
Internet for Corporations,” at the
National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association meeting in Washington, D.C.

Wen Ho Lee’s
own story will be told
this fall, when a book
written by Dr. Lee
with Helen Zia is
published by
Hyperion Publishers.

Zia is now in New Mexico researching
the book. She had worked with the
Lee family during his defense. 

ME M B E R NE W S

As the first Asian to be appointed
to the Foundation Board of the World
Economic Forum and co-chair of the
Davos Annual Meeting in 1998, Ronnie
Chan continued to play a strong role
representing Asian business interests at
the January 2001 annual conference of
business and government leaders.
Chan, Chairman of Hang Lung
Development Company Limited in
Hong Kong, spoke at two plenary ses-
sions: “Ten Suggestions to the New
U.S. Administration” and “The Impact
of Globalization on Asia.” Chan’s was
the sole business voice on the latter
panel which included Senior Minister
Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore. Chan sits
on the committee that organizes the
Davos program and last year suggested
a session on “What is Chineseness?”
which attracted much interest this year.

Many of Anna
Chennault’s activities
revolve around her
Council for
International
Cooperation, which
supports educational

and cultural projects, with many in
China. Last September, 250 exemplary
teachers from remote areas of China
made the journey to Beijing to receive
Anna Chennault Educational Awards
in the Great Hall of the People. The
Anna Chennault Millennium School
Project is an international effort to
raise funds to build 1,000 school build-
ings in poor rural areas over the next
few years, with the first school now
being constructed in Benxi, Liaoning
Province. Back in the U.S. Chennault
attended her eighth Inauguration this
January, having long been involved in
Republican politics, with an early lead-
ership position as national chair of
Women for Nixon in 1967-68.

Leeann Chin of Leeann Chin
Chinese Cuisine in Bloomington,

Minnesota, has
joined her daughter,
Katie Chin, in writing
a new cookbook,
Everyday Chinese
Cooking, published
this fall by Random

House imprint Clarkson Potter. She
shares 150 recipes she developed in
her successful buffet and carry-out
food business which has 50 locations
in the Twin Cities. Chin will be travel-
ing to China this March to film “My
Country, My Kitchen” for the Food
Network. Chin grew up in Canton
where her father was a grocer a n d
immigrated to Minneapolis in 1 9 5 6,
where she raised five children and
opened her first restaurant in 1980.

Watching the Tree:
A Chinese Daughter
Reflects on Happiness,
Tradition, and
Spiritual Wisdom by
Adeline Yen Mah has
been released this

January by the Random House imprint
Broadway Books. This is Mah’s third
book, following her international best-
seller, Falling Leaves: The True Story of an
Unwanted Chinese Daughter, and a chil-
dren's book, Cinderella. Her new book
is meant to give readers “an intimate
glimpse into a Chinese mind,” and
links her experiences growing up with
her personal philosophy. She wrote the
book as an answer to letters from
Falling Leaves readers who wanted to
know how she endured her painful
upbringing as an unwanted stepdaughter.

Janet Yang host-
ed a C-100 meeting
at her home in Los
Angeles this January,
giving valuable input
from Chinese
American leaders   to

John Marttila, who is conducting focus 



China will soon be the testing
ground for an HIV vaccine that could
save millions of lives in the next few
years. Dr. David Ho and his colleagues
at the Aaron Diamond AIDS Research
Center (ADARC) in New York City are
working with the Chinese Academy of
Preventive Medicine to slow down the
explosive spread of AIDS in Yunnan
and Xinjiang, China. He plans to test a
combination vaccine that will first
prime and then boost the immune sys-
tem, with clinical trials to begin as early
as this year.

Ho, a microbiologist, gained inter-
national fame when he became TIME
Man of the Year in 1996, for his discov-
ery that protease inhibitor drug “cock-
tails” could control the AIDS virus in
many HIV-infected individuals. This
combination drug therapy has slashed
AIDS death rates in the U.S. and
Europe seven- to eight-fold. Now Ho is
focusing on the more difficult chal-
lenge of preventing the world’s most
deadly infectious disease. Everyday,
16,000 persons are added to the toll of
50 million persons who have been
infected with the HIV virus. 

China now has over 650,000 HIV-
infected persons, most of whom live in
Yunnan, Xinjiang, Sichuan, and
Guangxi and got the virus through
intravenous use of heroin. At this rate,
the Chinese Academy of Preventive
Medicine predicts 6 million Chinese
infected with HIV by 2005. Chinese
officials are cooperating with Ho
because they see a vaccine as the best
way to control this relatively new but
rapidly growing epidemic. With a fairly
effective medical infrastructure and an
epidemic still in its early stage, Ho

believes that China may be the
right country to develop an
AIDS vaccine.

LIFE’S WORK FOCUSED ON

UNDERSTANDING AIDS
The mystery of HIV/AIDS

has driven Ho since his resi-
dency at Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center in Los Angeles from
1978 to 1982. It was then that
he first treated young homo-
sexual men suffering from
rare opportunistic infections
that only attacked persons with
weakened immune systems. As
the numbers of persons with
such infections increased and
began showing up in others,
such as users of intravenous
drugs, Ho suspected that a
virus was spreading this alarming epi-
demic. In 1982, Ho began to work with
AIDS virologist Martin Hirsch at the
Infectious Diseases Unit of
Massachusetts General Hospital. His
career blossomed when he became the
fourth scientist to isolate the AIDS
virus, leading to many more discoveries
about how HIV is transmitted and how
it grows. 

Irene Diamond tapped Ho as the
Scientific Director and CEO of her
new Aaron Diamond AIDS Research
Center in 1990. At that point, Ho was
relatively unknown, and Diamond’s
choice brought this defense, “I don’t
want a star. I want a wonderful scien-
tist.” ADARC’s achievements have not
only included the development of the
AIDS cocktail, but many other firsts,
such as tracing the origin of the epi-
demic back to before the 1950s,
through genetic sequencing of the old-
est known HIV sample. ADARC today
is a $12 million operation with nearly
100 employees and is the world’s largest
private AIDS research laboratory.

ADARC under Ho’s leadership is
now exploring the possibility of using

Chinese herbs and extracts as the start-
ing material for building new drugs.
ADARC is likely to team up with a new
company to apply the new technology
of combinatorial chemistry to Chinese
medicinal herbs. It will use the most
sophisticated chemical analysis to ran-
domly generate thousands of com-
pounds, which would be tested for
their effectiveness against AIDS and
other diseases. 

DRAWN TO ASIA
Ho finds himself “drawn to Asia”

more and more, just as the leaders of
Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Singapore
are drawn to his combination of scien-
tific accomplishment, managerial skills,
and vision. Both Taiwan’s president
Chen Shui-bian and Hong Kong’s
Executive Tung Chee-hwa have
appointed Ho as their advisor on the
development of a biotechology industry. 

Born in Taichung, Taiwan of a
Taiwanese mother and a father from
the mainland, Ho says, “Nothing
wouldmake me happier than improv-
ing relations across the strait.” Ho
believes the Committee of 100 could 

President Clinton presents Dr. David Ho the Presidential Citizens Medal on
January 8 at a White House ceremony honoring remarkable Americans.

A member of the Committee
since 1990, Ho focuses
much of his public profile on
fighting injustices affecting
Asian Americans.

P r o f i l e
OF A MEMBER:

(continued on page 10)

DAVID D. HO



P R O F I L E O F A M E M B E R

Times Magazine, Sept.25,2000
“Profiles In Outrage”

Matt Fong was the 1998 Republican candidate
for the U.S. Senate and felt the sting during
that fierce run for national office. He recalls
several instances when a reporter asked him
which side he would pick if he were a member
of the U.S. Senate and China attacked the U.S.
The questions were unjust. Fong is a fourth-
generation Californian and served as state
treasurer from 1995 to 1999. His mother was
California’s secretary of state from 1975 to
1994. ‘There is a subtle stereotyping and
racism below the surface,’ says Fong. ‘It
caught Wen Ho Lee, and it caught me.’

Christopher Lee, former president of produc -
tion at Columbia Pictures, remembers a com -
ment an executive made to him, objecting to
the film version of Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck
Club: ‘There are no Americans in it.’ Lee
replied, ‘There are Americans in it. They just
don't look like you.’

‘There is the perception that Asian Americans
are easy to pick on because we don’t have
political clout and we don’t speak out,’ says
AIDS researcher Dr. David Ho, TIME’s 1996
Man of the Year. He and others plan to use a
Sept. 18 White House-sponsored “Asian-
American initiative” at New York University to
rally support for Wen Ho Lee and Asian-
American civil rights. Says Ho: ‘We need our
Jesse Jacksons and Al Sharptons to scream
bloody murder when an injustice is carried
out against our community.’

-Howard Chua-Eoan

PRESS CLIPS
C-100

play a role to help both sides see the
importance of exchange and compro-
mise. 

SPEAKING OUT FOR ASIAN AMERICANS
Propelled into the public arena by

his TIME Magazine cover, Ho has
taken advantage of the media atten-
tion to support his favorite causes. A
member of the Committee since 1990,
Ho focuses much of his public profile
on fighting injustices affecting Asian
Americans. He was especially proud of
C-100’s early activism on the Wen Ho 
Lee case, a concrete example of how
effective it could be in influencing
public opinion. President Clinton
appointed him as a member of the
President’s Advisory Commission on
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders,
which has given Asian Americans a
public forum for airing civil rights and
other concerns.

Ho has taken behind-the-scenes
action too. When he met TIME’s edi-
tor at a gathering in New York with
Chinese President Jiang Zemin last
September, he asked him why the mag-
azine hadn’t written more about the
case or given an Asian American per-
spective. The result was a powerful edi-
torial, “Profiles in Outrage,” in the
September 25 issue. 

In tribute to his work as a scientist
and his contributions to social justice,
David Ho was awarded the Presidential
Citizens Medal on January 8, 2001. He
was one of 28 outstanding Americans
honored for their humanitarian serv-
ice as well as their professional
achievements, including such luminar-
ies as Muhammed Ali and former
Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin.

An Ping is C-100’s office manager who also does
outreach to the Chinese language press in the U.S.
and assists with C-100's Cultural Institute.She
comes to the Committee with a background in
media and international business.Before moving to
New York City in 1999,An Ping was head of corpo-
rate communications for Airbus in Beijing.

Previously she was a journalist with the Chinese edition of Forbes Magazine in
Hong Kong.She came to the U.S. to be with her husband,a professor of European
politics at Amherst College.

An Ping’s story is one of chance and persistence.She grew up in Beijing, attend-
ing high school during the Cultural Revolution when she was lucky enough to
study French.Sent to the countryside after graduation,she kept her language
skills alive by listening to French lessons on the radio. This helped her pass the
college entrance examinations when they were reinstated in 1977,and she joined
the first class to enter the Beijing Languages Institute after the Cultural
Revolution.In 1985,An Ping left for Paris and studies at the Sorbonne,a job at
the OECD in Paris,a stint in Japan teaching French,and finally to Hong Kong,
Beijing,and New York City.

WH O’S WH O
IN THE C-100 OFFICE

(continued from page 9)



The Committee of 100 Cultural Institute works in the U.S. and China to enhance
mutual understanding and creative collaboration through art and culture

Committee of 100
C U LT U R A LI N S T I T U T E

The Committee of 100 Cultural
Institute is joining with Jewish organi-
zations to develop what may be a series
of programs on the long and surpris-
ing history of Jewish settlers in China.
The goal of the programs is to
strengthen the dialogue between
American Jews and Chinese Americans.

The Anti-Defamation League in
New York and C-100 Cultural Institute
co-sponsored a luncheon on February
20 featuring noted Chinese scholar
Professor Pan Guang of Shanghai.  He
spoke on “Jews in China: Legends,
History and Perspectives.” Pan is
Director and Professor of the Institute
of European and Asian Studies and
Dean of the Center of Jewish Studies,
both in Shanghai. In the audience
were many American Jews who either
were born in China or had family
members who were part of the large
Jewish communities in Shanghai dur-
ing the late 19th and first half of the
20th century. Professor Pan promotes
Chinese study of Judaism and Israel,
but his research centers on the history
of Jews in China, a rich yet little
explored field.

Jews first arrived in China on the
Silk Road from Persia as early as the
8th century. In the Song capital of
Kaifeng, they built synagogues and

flourished, only to be almost complete-
ly assimilated into Chinese culture.
Some Jews even aspired to be Chinese
government officials, requiring them
to pass the imperial examinations. All
changed their surnames to Chinese,
Levy becoming “Li”, for example.

Then, beginning in the mid-19th
century, Jews again began to pour into
China, this time mainly into Shanghai,
but also Harbin and Tianjin. The first
group was composed of Sephardic
Jews, including such figures as Victor
Sassoon, who moved his business
empire to Hong Kong and Shanghai
from Bombay. In the early 1900s,
Jewish migrants into China came from
Russia, fleeing anti-Semitism and the
Revolution, and in the late 1930s and
early 1940s, they were escaping Nazi-
occupied Europe. Shanghai became a
haven for Jewish refugees, encouraged
by official Chinese policy as well as by
individuals like the Chinese consul
general in Vienna, He Fengshan, who
helped thousands of Jews go to
Shanghai. By the beginning of the
1940s, there were 50,000 Jews living in
China, 30,000 in Shanghai alone.

How did this cross-cultural experi-
ence shape the people of Shanghai as
well as the Shanghai Jews themselves? 
C-100’s program may begin to answer
this question.

Considered by many to be the best
baritone in China, C.Y. Liao (Liao
Changyong) made his American opera
debut at the Kennedy Center last
November singing Count di Luna in
“Il Trovatore” under the baton of
Placido Domingo and the Washington
Opera In the audience were C-100
members Shirley Young, Henry Tang,
John Fugh, and Frederick Pang.

Liao’s performance was “the real
coup of the evening” according to the
Washington Post:  “Committed and
credible in his acting, Liao inhabited
the role like a born Verdi singer, with a
dark-hued baritone, vibrant high
notes, idiomatic Italian and a com-
mand of the long line.”

Recognizing Liao’s talent, the
Committee of 100 Cultural Institute
has helped nurture Liao’s career in
the West. For the “Il Travatore” role,
the Cultural Institute negotiated the
contract with the Washington Opera
on Liao’s behalf and organized a pub-
licity campaign in the U.S. and China.
Liao participated in last summer’s mas-
ter opera institute in Shanghai organ-
ized by C-100, Marcenas Foundation
for Ancient Art, and Shanghai
Conservatory of Music and taught by a
coaching team led by Joan Dornemann
of New Yo r k ’s Metropolitan Opera. 

The Washington Opera has invited
Liao back this fall to perform in Tales
of Hoffmann. Liao debuts in Carnegie
Hall this May in Donizetti’s “Maria
Stuarda” starring Ruth Ann Swenson.
In China, Liao chairs the Vocal
Department at the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music. 

JEWS IN CHINA IS TOPIC FOR

C-100 LECTURE SERIES
CHINESE OPERA STAR’S
AMERICAN DEBUT ASSISTED BY

CULTURAL INSTITUTE

One famous “Shanghai Jew ” is fo rmer U. S. Tre a s u ry
S e c re t a ry Michael Blumenthal (2nd. f rom L.), i n
H o n g k ew, the area of Shanghai where Jews used to live.

B l u m e n t h a l , shown here with the mayor of Hongkew.



Second class citizenship, with or without the moniker of
model minority, just isn’t going to cut it any more. Even if
you can be satisfied with a permanent seat in the back of the
bus, is it right to leave this legacy for future generations of
Asian Americans? How can you be sure that your middle
class, or even upper middle class, respectability won’t be
stripped away in a moment’s notice when a scapegoat is need-

ed? Or that you won’t be shot dead by the police because they fear your mar-
tial arts capability even if you are drunk and can barely stand, as happened to a
Chinese scientist in Santa Rosa, California? Or that you won’t be clubbed to
death because some Detroit workers thought you were Japanese, as happened
to Vincent Chin?

There is only one way. That is to make sure you belong to the first class with
full rights pertaining to the citizenship of the United States. If you have been
living in the U.S. for any length of time, you would have heard the saying:
“The squeaky wheel gets the grease.” What it means is that you will have to act
like a regular citizen before you can be treated like one. Register and vote.
Speak up about issues in public forum and with letters to the editor. Show up
in town hall meetings with your Congressional representative. Support political
candidates. Run for office. Be a volunteer in the local community. Every day,
look everybody in the eye with the bearing that says I belong here, this is my
country too.

Thomas Jefferson said, “Eternal vigilance in the price of liberty.” For Asian
Americans, a variation should read: “Vigilant insistence of all rights due a citi-
zen so that there will be no more Wen Ho Lees.”

Far Eastern Economic Review, Dec.7,2000
“Finding Their Voice”

America’s Asian Community

[Asian American leaders] say their ascendan -
cy could also help foster ties between their
adopted homeland and Asia. ‘If Asian
Americans can work as a bridge to get the
right information to both sides, hopefully
there will be less misunderstanding and more
free trade,’ says Dominic Ng, the 41-year old
CEO of East West Bank, who is a fast rising
star in Los Angeles’ business community.

[Referring to the U.S.government handling of
the Wen Ho Lee case]:
In the end, the vacuum was filled by a public
policy group of Chinese Americans, the
Committee of 100, led by luminaries such as
architect I.M. Pei and cellist Yo-Yo Ma.
Through media interviews and letters to the
Clinton administration, the grouping vigor -
ously lobbied for fairness in the Lee case.

-Dan Biers and Murray Hiebert
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